
 

THE POTENCY OF READING ALOUD AS A STRATEGY TO IGNITE LEARNERS’ 
MOTIVATION 

 

Engaging the learners to enjoy the literature class is quite cumbersome to many, 

if not all, novice literature teachers. Some learners, if not properly motivated, may snob 

the literary piece and activities that have been created for them. In other words, even if 

the teacher chooses the most appropriate literary piece for the day, if he or she is unable 

to engage the learners well, then the teacher might fail.  

One challenge for beginning literature teachers is how to engage the learners well 

to dive into the literary texts. Advanced by Johnston (2016) and Morrison and 

Wlodarczyk (2009), read-aloud is an instructional approach in which a teacher reads a 

text aloud to learners utilizing pitch, tone, pace, volume, pauses, eye contact, questions, 

and comments to create a fluent and interesting reading experience. As a strategy, 

reading aloud banks on the way literary pieces are shared with the learners. Reading 

aloud, therefore, relies upon teachers’ knowledge of children’s literature. It results in 

engaged literature readers when reading aloud is combined with book talk, and time and 

space for independent reading in a social reading environment.   

Research has proven that reading aloud not only improves literacy but also 

provides a plethora of learning benefits. One of the most important advantages is helping 

learners strengthen their critical thinking skills. For instance, when the teacher asks 

high-order questioning techniques before, during, or after the read-aloud activity, the 

learners will have the chance to model strategies for making inferences, creating 

conclusions, and producing sound reasons. Moreover, as the literary piece progresses, 

the learners’ imaginative and evaluative thinking expands.  

Reading aloud also enables children to understand the salient parts of the story. 

Other benefits of reading aloud include the following:   

1. It promotes discussion.   

2. It cultivates listening habits.  

3. It motivates learners to read.  

4. It makes reading easy and quick.  

5. It provides an easy way to gauge reading comprehension.  

6. It prolongs the learner’s attention span.   

7. It enriches the learner’s vocabulary bank.  

Normally, the teacher plainly reads the literary piece before the learners. This is 

the usual method.  However, as the years passed, conducting reading aloud has resulted 

in some variations. Dickinson (2001) postulated that the most effective method of 

conducting reading aloud is by actively involving the children through interaction, rather 

than making them passive listeners. In other parts of Asia and America, the methods of 

doing the learner-focused read-aloud are the following:   



1. Interactive Reading Aloud   

2. Retold or Dramatized Reading Aloud   

3. Multiple Pieces, Similar Topic Reading Aloud   

4. Description-Initiated Reading Aloud   

In the Philippine context, one effective read-aloud practice today is using 

sophisticated stories through big books and picture books. Compared to predictable 

books that also play a great role in early grades literacy, big books and picture books 

help enrich vocabulary and hone oral comprehension.  DepEd Order 90, series of 2011, 

is just one of the DepEd's policies regarding the production of big books in improving 

the literacy of elementary pupils. Reading aloud using big books with fictional characters 

is potentially necessary for classrooms with high percentages of at-risk readers. Some 

typical examples of big books in English include Henny Penny, The Monkey and the 

Turtle, and many regional-based legends. Using big books for reading-aloud activities 

not only engages learners in reading but also improves grade school literacy. Ideally, 

therefore, effective teachers of literature can model what ideal readers do by talking aloud 

as they read, making children aware that they are predicting, making inferences, or 

changing their thoughts on what is happening in a certain literary piece.  

Some prominent techniques in doing read-aloud in literature classes include the 
following:   

1. Emphasize the main problem of the literary piece  

2. Sustain the children’s attention using dramatic pauses, appropriate gestures, 

a variety of pacing, and plenty of eye contact 

3. Choose the ideal setting or make-shift ambiance to fit the theme of the literary 

piece. For early-grade learners, Teale (2008) suggested that they have to be 

seated near the teacher because, in that way, they can benefit most during the 

read-aloud activity. 

4. Conduct follow-up activities after the read-aloud activity by conducting 

writing or drawing-related tasks  

5. For older elementary learners, teachers must vary their location during the 

read-aloud activity.  This allows all learners to participate to the fullest. 

6. When reading a picture book, children must see the pages of the material.   

7. Giving opportunities for pair and small group discussion before, during, or after 

the read-aloud activity also promotes high engagement. Serafini and Ladd 

(2008) called this an interpretive space.   

8. Using the power of technology, teachers may use smart e-books from online 

sources as a variation for printed ones.   

9. Teachers may also invite a mystery or guest reader. For instance, asking one 

teacher wearing an animal costume to read the story of The Monkey and the 

Turtle will sustain the readers’ attention span. 
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