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DTVISIOH MTMOSAIIDUM
No. 2Al, s.2A22

STANDARI} RTSPONSE TO COMMTINICATIONS RTLITTED TO TTIT VACCINAIION,
ANTIGEIT TESTIISG A$D OTHTR TIEALTII PROTOCOLS

To: Assistant Schocis Division Superintenilent
CID and SGOD Chiels
Unit Heads
ilducation Program Supervisors
Public Elementary and Secondary Schocl }{eads
Teaching and Non-Teaching Personnei

For the intbrmation, guiclance and strict corapliance of all concerned, enclosed
is Regional lVlemorandum No. 775, s.2022 entjtled Starrdarrl Response to
Cornmunications Related to the Vaccination, Antigen Testing and Other Health
Protr:cols.

At.tached herewith is the aforementionerl lVlemorandum for your penisal and
shaii take effect immeriiately.

Wlde dissemineition of this lVlemcrandum is herr:bv enjoinecl"
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T$ : Assci$ta*t Regi*nal l}lmq:t*r
Schtrcls Ilivisien $u per.int*ndents
ftrblic S*kr:*ls llistri*t Si:.pervisors
S*hcsl Heads
All Gt-Lrers Concerned

STA}YDARD RESPO}TSE TO COWMUIIICATIOHS RELATED TO T}IE
VACCII{ATIO3( REQUIRtffiEffT, A.HTIGEIE ?ESTMG, AI{D 0THER

I{SA}TT{ Fffi?S*SLS

1. ?fuis sfi?ce her*by *iss*xrir:at*s f,$pies *i:he fci*ravi*g :**rncrar:"da f,rom
ti:re *fE*e af the L1::rler*e*r'ctarSr f*r &*rainistrsti*r: {St}A} re.lative io
va**i*ati+r: *rrd antig*rt t*sting reqxirarr*rt*, *r:d. *ther he*ltl: pr*t***ls:

1.1- OUA Mem*randr"rse ;tt*, $*-S322-01G2 dated M*r*h 4,2{}ZZ tittre.d.

"€esp*r*e fc A{t irr.f*ers, C*rnpfafxts nnd fxqurr#a.s oru the Issuance af
*ry.erj fasfu Flrc.e C{}{{*-3S Merx*r"r-*adrsn "$*- 575 aarj Ali EeJ*fe{t
Lqsuarice-s; and

1.2. DTFC Aide Memrire dated Fehru*rg }s, p$tz titled csl{ff}-I9
lrnmina*islrt.pr ox-,$,i** Eqp*r*xg *f T***fu{ng *.nd Nan-Teaching
FsrssrrnsJ *f tfue .*ry*rf.m,enf *_fl Edl:crr#*n_

Alt *ffi*es *cncerr:ed rnay attach the abcr.emeciti*:ied issuar:ces to their
Iett*r* in resp*nse ta c*mplaints, clarifi*ati*n* *:rd qxerie* related tc
vaccir:atiog and *rrtige* r*qr:.ireme*ts, *r:r1 *ther he*trt] pr*t*e*ls
pres*ribed fi:r per**n*el reBcrting *n*itr,

*cvl*ft1erir:g tke sub*tar:€al inf*:"rnatir:x ** glrirt*lines *nd supp*rtireg
legai hases they *ar:t*in, tliese issualrees *lready effer srrllicient *r:.swer*
tc these kinds slf c*flereurii*ati+xe"

4- For inf*rnsati*n *r:d g*idar:ce.
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ouA MEMO OO-O322-O137
MENEORAXDTIEI
15 March 2*22

For: Eegicus,l llilrcetoe
Schools llivi*i*r $utrrerirteldeuts
Public Sahacls tristriaa Srrp*nri*ars
*eLo.rl Has.*s
ill OtJrer* Ceac+rued"

ST*I{I}ARI} RESIttrX=E ?C CO!ililIIHIC*?IgXS EEI-ATEI} IO
TIrE VACCTt{Afrt}$ *Eqrfi EEffiEtt", AISTIGEr rES$$G,
lt!{D grHEE, r{EAL"* SESiI',OC{}LlS

Subject:

The Cffice af the U*drrsecretar5'fi:r Adcrinis*-aticr: {*UA} hereby disseminates
copies of the following:

1. OUA Memorandur:r No- OO-0322-01A2 dated O4 March 2022 titled Response

t* Ati Letters, C*r,plainf..s, cnd lnqtiies on tlze issaance af ilep&tl Task Force

cavl> 19 M*mor*rzdu*tsc. 575 *yzd Alt Eel*ted Issuances

Z. DTFC Aide Memair* dated 16 Febr:-iary 2*22 titled C*r';D-ig Vaccinatirsnfor
On-site Rep*rting *fTer"clzittg *rztl N**-Te*chirzg Fersannet af the Department
af Edttcatian

in the etr ent that the of,fi*e s ccnccrned receir,'t ccm:rr*r:irations {e . g' , ccmplaints,
clari{icatians. qu*ttes, stc.} r*lateri t* thr ;'accinalice r-equirern:r:t, a:-rtigen testing, and
other health piatacals prescibed l*r p=rs*r:nel rep*rting crrsitt, they may attach the
abovementjr:aed issuanc=s la rieir ackne$'ledgexnrl:i lelttrs- C*rrsidering the
substantia-l intbrmation on guidelines and supporting legal bases they contain. these

issuances akeady affer sufficient alswers tc these kiads oi cammunicatior:s"

Fr:r raare iafarrnadon, qr:.erirs and cc*cern.s *11 this subject. kiadly contact the
O UA through er* ail at usec. adrrrir:rir.deprd' grr'' ph

For information and guidance.

AI-A:I{
i.:

Ofli*e af the Undersecretary for Adrrixistratiac t0lrAl
f1tTn;,r;.istrtsl*.e Ssrz':fe r,j,SJ. ie..r*rrrr:{:r:r; a::ql {'*?Tn:lr:i;g;:5;:-'* ftri:n*i*gg Se tt-i:e llt'fS}'
;]rsa..it r ij-?S-l .*t,::1:ifan r*:i ,!i*rir:i;e*:*rii S=-ri= l*IiSlXrrSi, Eurzazr *J -{.s*r*er S:rFp*ri

*ep:firrr*:r: *f Erlucati**. Cen*:al {}llice. *{e;*lcE,lver1u€* Pasig Citg
Rm 519, 
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Bkig; l4*i:i!e: -63926G3?:]?5f: ?ti: t+632) 863372s3, 1+63;i 863762a7
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AIDE IT{E*IOIRE
16 Febr::ary 2OZZ

COVID.Ig VACCIISA?IO!{ PRA?OCOI.S F{}R OIT-SI?E REPSRTI}IGOF TEACHIIIIG AI{D ![O}T.?EACHIHG PERSGTiMTEL
OF THE DEPARTIIilEITT O}. ED{ICATIOX

The DepEd ?ask Force csvl*-1q {*TFCJ, thr**gh ias vaccination programrepresentatives' issues this aide *emoir* t* address the*r..ario*" *o.r"rrns raised byDepEd employees regarding the impleaeerratica ;fth- policy reqr-riring persannel rvhowill physically report for *ott" to eiiher {3} be n lty 
"*r*irr*t.a *g*:.r*icovlD-l9 or (2}undergtr COVID- 1 9 tests regula_rty rrr Jfo ;;; ;;;;;*.

A. Policy Bases

1' Inter-Agency Task Force for the Maragement of Ernerging Infectious Diseases{IATF} Resolution Na' 148-B reqr--rire* ei;g;r}le;e;scr:ael rrho I.* emplayed in areaswhere there are sufficie*t *gpplies oi cgillp-rg vaccines and are tasked todo on-eite xsrk to eiiher ue *-rtly vacciaat* agair:st covl*-rg ar regularlyundergo RT-PCR tests {or antigen iesrs when-k?-pcR capacity is iasu#icient ornot immediately available] at tieir 
"* ""1rt*u.

2' Based on t4TF Resolutian lt*' 149,, thr regular tests *f thase rvhsse second doseis not yet d*e purcuant ta the i"**.iip*scribed fer the braad of vaccinereceived' as first dose r:eed uat 
_be ci:arge'j -t trr*;r ow,, elrpense- Further, thefrequenc3r ci the tests sharl be at least orr** e?ery trra weeks.

3' on 10 Fekrruary 2022, the Naticrral vaccines operation Center (NVoc) issuedNvoc Advisory lYo' r34 titied Guid*n*e on the fmpre*zentation af IATF ResalutionNa' j48-E sen'es *f 2o21, rvhich defines "*t fi;*i*rrt suppty at the r,ocal GovernmentUnit {LGU} ievei".. as having mcre :h*r: flvr {i} days i* tast inu,*atory *f COVID_19 vaccines as captured in ihe vaccin; 
";#i"ns 

Repcrrir:g system ivoRs].,
4' The of{ice sf the President has appraved the requiremerrt for teachers, with non-teaching prrscr:nel, ha-udling fac*-to-r*.* *ii**** ar:d periorrning in-schoolfunctions/tasks tc be vacci*ald.,

l-*.:,:1,*:-"*:Xffi 
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l' '3r: rJ2 February 2022. the Office of the Secretary issued O{Iice Order ltlo. OO-
OSec-2O22-OO3 titled Interim Guidelines an tlz* E-rpansj*n af Limited. Fs*ce-to-Fsce
Classes, which provides that "onl-v vaccir:ated *achers rRay pa.iicipaic, and
vaccinated learners shali be preferred- in the c*ntir:urd. "implementatio:r of
llmited face-to-face classes of the original piiot schocls, aad the commeflcement
of the progressive expansion phase for bcth public and private schools."

6. Some regional Vaccite Operatiar:s Centers {V*Cs} ha1'e issued. resoiutions
enjoining locai goverilment uait* {LGUs} u:rder thrir respertir:e jurisdictions to
pass ordinances imposing the IA?F requiremr*t fbr x'orkplaces in their cities or
municipaiities. Several LGUs have alread3r passed such a:r ordinance. In some
cases' LGU ordinartces r::ay have pr*r.isi**s ihat are unique to their respective
jurisdictions and arc 11cl necessarily pr*vided f*r b3,'aaii*aal issuarces.:

7. DTFC has issued the lcllcwing i?lffircranda tc pravide guidaace on how the
implementation of the IATF requirerlent shali be conrextualieed in DepEd:

a. DTFC Memorandum $te. 5?5 titled l,4?'F Vaccirzatian Requirement for
Persannel Rep*rting On-Site Eegiwting O j ilece*ber ?*Z]
DTFC Merrroraadtm !Eer. 586 ritled Clerficc:fi*,?s t:n DTFC it{ema No. SZS
Titled IATF Vsccinatian Requirementfor Perscnrtel Rep*rtirzg Cn-Sife Beginning
Oi Dece*tber 2O21{Aaaex A}
DTFC Memotaadum llo, 6O9 titted {mport*nt {}pd.rrtes Regard-ing the CAWD-
19 Vaccination/N*gcztiue COVW-]9 lest Fesuif Requireme*t for Onsite
Persr:*nel:,Y1/oc Adrsi-s,*ry Nr'.. j34 Atzd LGU *rdirtrznte.s {Aa:rex B}

B. Reiterations

1" The full vaccinationf n*gatirrr test result reqr:irernent lor those required to report
on-site daes not and is nca intended ta *njlrstly discriminat* against any DepEd
pers*nae1 \1'ho choases rt*t tc be vaccinaaed. *epEd pers*nnel rroho are not
vaccinated are t-reated iairly as ii:ey resrair: *bliged to *nder.lliark and receive
compensation. No perscnnel who are r:at tul1y r,,a*cinated may be terminated on
the sole ground of being unvaccinated, consisteni with the tATr Resolutions as
well as Civil Senice r-*les aad regulad*::s. j

2. When and urhere- aJrea*y irnpleme:"rted---either }:*c.ause the area has alrearly been
deterrnined by NVOC to have sr.rfficier:t supplie= of CCl,TD-l? vaccines ar bicause
the LGLI covering the DepEd off,ce ar school has *lready passed an ordinance
imposing the same reqr:irement-the requirer:rent fcr CCVID-1g testing shall
apply to personnel who are aot fully vaeciaate{ and are required to: (afteport
on-site, {bJ travel on affici:r1 busi:ess, *r {ci attend a rvrrk-ielated face-to-face
gathering {e.g., seminar, trair:ir:g. m**it*rir:g, rvarksh*p, fcrum, meeting}.a

2 e.g.,the crdir:a:rce olPasig Cityexernpls'una*ccin*t** i::dividaalerri:* ran pres**Ea <e€ifir=te*:fmembersl:ip r:fa religir
not allow al}y vacci::atioc" ir*m thase lsh* rxill foe req*ir*d to eister he ful}y yacri$*ted sr freselt a rreg*;;ve c*vl*-lq
tireir on'n expe trse] \iJhr* rEpfiting li]..on-sia. w{rrk
3 httns:l/www.deped.gav.Fhf2f)3?/ll112*,/arr-req$iring-varr:irlarir;t:J*r{e*chers{raad!ii:"g:,larers-_:&ee-cLassesl
'i Depending o}r the COVlll-lg sittlatiail, ssltle ol?ces nray req*ire sp*riSr persomtl tc *,rdelgn reguiar COVID-19 testing evetr rviren they are

health wolkers prr tsTl.C H.r.Bor:ndrnr Nr.6fi?

b.



.t'

-.::d recogniees that the purpose of requiring perssnnel who are not fully
-''accinated tc regr:.larly undergo COVID-19 tests wher: reparriag a::-site is to curb
the spread of CCVID*19 in the workplace, in crder ta prciect the heakh *f ail other
people they may c<lll1e inta contact rvith. Attached are supporfing reasons why the
sarne is not required of personnel who are already fu11y vaccinated {A*nex C},

In Deptrd, as apprilytd by the Secretar:r- per I)?FC Memorandi:m Nc. 575, the test
shaii be undertaken at most 43 hour= before repartiag an*site {i-r., 4B hours
before the first day that the rrquirfment will alreadlr be implemented in the
oflicef schocl, or 48 haurs before the day that the pers*nnel wiil relurn to cn-site
work from work-from-l:ome arrangement).

The result shaIl be valid for up ta two weeks from the day af testing, unless
personnel develcp CCVIIf-19 s3.rnpt**ts cr arc tagged as close cantacts. When
either of this happens, they shali stap repcrting r:*-site, I:ut reF*rt immediately
to the health author-ities including their respective BHERTs aad their attending
physician, il applicable. ior ttre necessary next steps *f action.
Personnel shall be subject to an*ther test oace the validity of their result expires.

As a ger:.erai n-r1e, the ccst of ihe R?-FCR *r an:ti.g=n test cf pers*nnel who are not
fully vacciaated and have refused lc }:e:raccinated de*pite being eligible for {fu11)
vaccinatian shall be ch*"rg*d, *t the Fersonacl's nrrn expe*se.

If the Fersorrtrel have aeceptablc reasoas for ant {yet} being fully vaceiaated,
they shall sril1 be required lr: uad*rg* reguiar RT-PCRla:rtigen tests, but these
sha11 no longer be at th.eir strs. e:rper.se. lnstead. their tests sha1l be facilitatecl
or covered by their respectire offices *r sci:*c1s-3

In DepEd, these acceptable reasons shail inch_:.de the lbllowing;

a. medica-l reasons {as va}idated by a DepEd rnrdicatr *fficer}*;
b. the persaanel's second dose is &ot yft due pt-rrsuant to the inter-vai prescribeil

for the brand cf r..accine they received as {irst d*se {based *r: tr,{TF Resolution
No. 149j; and

c. any other reason thai may be covered by a local government o:-dinance {e.g.,
religious exemption such as in ihe case of Pasig Cityi.

In consideratian of persan*el ':xrh* are rr*t {r-:11y vaccinated {or *ther reasons not
inciudtd ab*vt ald theref*re *,'ili i:e tqr:ired ia shor:ld*r the costs of their tests
in case they are required tc rcport to w*rk;, as well as tbr some of{ices ti:at may
not have the capacily to tacilitate/coser ihe expenses for the testing of personnel
who art not fully vaccinated but have acceptable reascns. the existing cn-site
'rvork capaciry reqr:irements based sn the Aler-t Levels ma3r be takea artvantage of
s* that the said per-s*nnel n:a3'be placed r:nder applicable rverk ar:-arrgements
{e-g-, w*rk-frera-hcmr} :a,hile ihey a;r :a'aiting to be fi:ily vacciaated.

j IATF Res*l[tiorr Fir:. 149 does nat say li;*t "a!1 partia]ly vacciluierl er:rpioyees iri tlre pub]ic;nd priv:te sect*r tasked to do on-site worl< need
tlot llli.lergo regtlar RT-PCR aest" F.r se, but that ihey teed trul nn*ergc it "at their **Jll raFenser as l*ng :s tireir secc16 ciose is rot yet due

shall not be at theil aarr exileixc.

updating ol their medical cerijf'i.ate, as may be appiicable, a*d ensare tilatths person*el wili be lt11!$ -u'accinate.l *.hen ali-early eligible or
tieared. [DTFli l!{emDilndu]li Na. 575]
7 lt is clarified that all unuarcinated DepEd pemcrnel are rot exem?t *.:*t on-siie \i;+rk, since ihey rnay l.le t-equired tn
Paragraph 3lcll cf llepEcl ?ask Fr:rr:e h{erncr. rrium sr. 575. Par-agr=p* 3{}J r:i *epEri Task F*rr-'e l{erno::1dr:r:i ir}t. 5

5.

6.

B.

conjunctiori with Faragraph 3{d}.



For example, government agencies irr areas u*der Alerl Ler.rel 2 are atlowed to
place up to 20% sl its wr:rki*r*e under :,vark-ircrx-h**:r arrarlgerrrer:t.8 In these
circumstalfcrsr personnel wh* a-r-e not yet fullv vacci*ated rnag be piacrd under
such arrallgement and naa be rcqtrired tG repart ax-site. Hcxle\rer, they sha1l
continue to be enc$uraged ta be ful1y vaccinated, rvhen already eligible, especially
in anticipaticn that LGUs u.ill soan be placed undrr Alert kvel 1 when fu11 on-
site capacify u.itl alrea.dy b* reqrrired for all g<:verrilnent agencies.

9. Per DTFC Memor:radum iTa. 575, the safte fuil va-ccinaii*nfnegative test result
reqr:iremeni shal1 be irapcserJ an {ai guests -'vho ::eed tc jcirr r.vark-related face-to-
face gatherings and {b} visitors who need to enter *f{ice premises for necessary
transactions.

Through D?FC Mernsrandurx l{a. 586, thr DTFC has c}arified that its
recommendatian to imp*se lhe sar{1e ful1 vacciaatj+afr:egative test resuit
requirement to "rrisiiors u,ha need to enter *fErer premises fc:: necessary
transactions" is in the ccntext c:f the said visitors sharing the same workspace as
ful1y vaccinated personnel. Far consisier:cy. if cnly personnel who are ful1y
vaccinated cr u'ho present a negative RT-PCR/aatigen resuli are allcwed to report
on-site, the same shall be expected *i gi"rests :a,hc will shan-e th* sarne wcrkspace
or have close contaci with thr *n-site pers*rrael.

Such requirement, hcvu'ever, is not *etessnrilg expected of guests and visitors who
may need to enter w*rk premises but r.vill not have clcse corrtact or share the same
space with fully-vaccinated pers*nnei repcrtirrg cn-site, such as the case of
parents ar:d other commr:nity rnernbers *rterir:.g schcols tc pick up modules. It
is reiterated. however, that the rrquired health =tar:dards. su*h as n:.andatory
rvearing of raasks at all tirnrs, abserving ph3'sical riista:ecing, al:d preventing
crowdingf congregating, shall be strictly cbserved.

For these instances, the Head af Functional Of{ice sr the team designated for
COVID:19 rtsponse in tht cfEce is given thr auth*rity ts irnpose such
requirement, as deemed necessary. Far examplr. the Centrai Of{?ce {CO} Task
Force COVID-19 has long rnade this a reqr"rireme*t for guests entering CO
premises, even before the IATF issr:ed a similar requirement.

10. While the best prevention against COVID-19 is stil1 the strici implementation of
the reqr.rired heaith sta*da:ds. ir:cluding :-r*.iversa1 masking, frequent
sanitizati*n. a:rd isalation of th*se rvitl: sr*t:paaris arrd thase pasitive, COVID-19
vaccines prcr.ide additi*nal pratccti*r: frcm severa COVID-19 artd deaths.
Vaccir:es approved try the FDA are sel-e and eifrctive, and they protect against
severe CCIiID-19 and death lrom COVID-19. Attached is a more detailed
explanation on the safety of CC\rID-19 Vaccines {Auaex D}.

C. Requested Actions
1. The Office of the Iladersecretary for Legal Alfairs is requested to lead in

providing guidance on legal matters and queries that arise from the
implementatian cf this requiremer:t" Legai $ffrcers may i:e oriented with the
appropriate message as needed so that th= concer*s af the {ield can be addressed
with harmcny and consisttaqr" If nscessaqr. DepEd. througlr the Of8ce of the
Secretary, rilay also need ta raise s$.rrr ol ihese ccscerns to the IATF as they
question the legality of t"he lA?F reqr:irement. As far as DepEd is conce
agency is expected and shail contir:ue tc imple*ent naticnal i

8 Based ot the lalesl Guidclines nn {hr li:rplemflnla{ion *l :1}r:1 Letrls I!'st*nl fcr {*vid-l? Resp*ls*,
con ient/upl:ads/:t? 1/ I ?/18? { tl?14-iA?F-GL}}}8l-i t* tS,l{lti}.pdf

the



- ]-he oIfice of the Underseeretary ia Charge of Huraan Resource andorganizationalDevelopment is requested to leaJin prcvidi"g g"rd".ce t* oificesand schoals in handling the attendaace records cf ]:ers*arl!f1*g., marking asal:sent, charging t* existing leave credits] x&a may nct be able t* repcri on-sitedue to failure to camply with the full vacciaation/negative tesr resultrequirement.e

3' All Deprld personnel arc enjcined ta get their c*n:plere vaccination including thebooster dnse'-wh.en already eligible, f*r their prctf,ctio&. C*ncerned schsol healthpersonrel shal1 continue existing elforts 1a e.:surc that the pcrsonnel andlearners who r'vish to avail ol the vaccine have access to the nearest vaccination
sites.

4' AII persoaael,.especiaJly the ccncerned scfu*al health p*rs11rlri€g 1COVID-19Re-sponsefVaccinatioa F*cals. lracc2Sch**l Charnpior:'st 
""* Inf:rrmationofficers, are enjcined to *antinue to initiate and supparr eelan* generation andinformation dissemination activities to provide accr-rrate information/educationon rraccination especiaily to th*se $rhc sti1l trave vaccine hesiiancy .*Jmisccncepticns, and ta ellcoursge rn*re DepEd s stakehnlJ=.* ao g*, vagainqfgd.l0

Given the evoh{ng gi-ridance fram naticnal arrthoriries r*garding this matter, allare advised to ciasely follow and pay atte:rtian to alty nea. nationat issirances that mayprovide relevant updates and changes io this menioraadu.m, and ar the cited DTFCmemoranda' As repeatedly emphasized in DTFC issr.:.a::.ces, these r:pdates and changes
l:"IS:::lout b3r issua*ces irar:: the lA?F. rhe }rvoc. *r the DoH shalt *r.tom.ti.*-tty
De nonored.

For queries regarditrg this concern, please contact tI:e DTFC secretariat, BLSS-sHD, at i+$32; 8632-9935 and email at ;ggifigi;.t_u1._{-1j**Ifrt?gj.g*:Lrih_.

For informatian and guidance.

ffi

'r The sane request has beer raised to tlte Bur**n af ilumar: Rrsaurc* and SrganizarJaaal Detricpmtnl rirr*ugh D?l.c Mr:morandum Nr.r. 575.

possible.

ALJTIIT D,
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supportiag Reascr:s fer Requiriag only un?aceiaate{ radiridaaJst* Uadergo Regular COVID-19 ?rsts
vaccinated vs- uavacciaatedr r{hat Are the Ris&s? {Ekcerpts}*

when sDllle{rtre wha is ur::'accinated is ery*sed r* the ccvlD virus, protectionfrom the virus co:nes from th* 1:4d5,'s innatr iri*.rrr* syste:n *r *il:nate defenders,,,which are respo,,sible for rapid, non-speci{ic respa*se to path*grns and harrnfur
;:|,LT";T; 3:5? i: ffi .;:.*:.$;. ;'l;;;;*'l'*** "*n *.*ak 

-fr 

",,o" on rh e b ody

The adaptive irnmune system is responsible {*r aniiger:-specilic immuneresponses' but its initial ,.t*po**. t* a1 a-::tigrri car: br srcs.. a* .i,-.ul*.cir:ated persontimmune system, might- eve*uaily pr*duce i uoo.,g.r resp*nse ta the virus, bur thatprocess could take weeks' By tl:en the *T* ;;r;; can:sed. a 1ot *rharrn and resurtedin serious iliness, lang_terrn-damage, cr death-

In conlrast' whea sorrtfoi1e wbc has beea Yac*ir:ated is expased t* the covlDvirus' the resp*nse is notably differer:t. TI:e coviD vaccines create a ,,rernory immune
;::J:.Hia-J*:: 

if vau are exposed tc the virus. y*ur h*dy has a rrr.ay to mounr a

If this imrnr-rne responsf does n*t wipe aur the vims immediately aad there is abreakthrough' a vacci*ated Frrsan can still expect * fuHer re*p*.,Se compared tosomeone who is noi vaccinated. A hrreakth;gt;;s ncr erase the protectir:n that hasalread3r been built' This is, why pecpie urrho haTrre lu.r, ***"inated *Lt stiti get infected
l?Xf-:: 

have svraptorns that 
-aie *tl**.. .a;; Jslpt*** ar alr. aad recover much

vaccine red.uces trans*issios ia brearrtLrcugh cases {Excerpts}#
People wha are vaccinated fcr sARs*cov-r but ger,breakthrough infections maybe less likely to spread the viru's 1*.au*1-rr=*ilr.** it r*r a sho-xer perlod thansffiir-X{ffi$:fo are ir:rected. *cco"d;agl ol.* stud3,led rrv Harvard r,H. chan

The researchers also d'eter-miaed that the Delta variant,s ir:fecticusness is likelynot due tc high \nrus production in pecple rvha ar-e infected, becau". i, *pp.ars thatvirus productian is sirnilar acrcss difrerent sARs_c,ilv_2 r:*ri**rs.

*htQrdlraa 
d{sltEEs,affI** irttps:y'/L:ews.irrr-rnr,:,;n :t&*-::istrs.. hnn*ll*u*"i u**. 

Alth*rgh rhisstudyprovidessorr:e*fi&eJirsi;;ffiHffis**,,.c*Gffid-*c*xatiooutaG$"aut}t*rscar:iia*t]:atitwas

;ilX,:',:::,1:,i:f*:X1fitff#r;;S*F;;v parrieiparrr*. 
"os;= 

*,*";ri,,.u ,,ctreprese*utivJiie,* s"n*,*i popurarian.
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Safety of COVID-l9 Vaccites

According ta the Wcrid Healih Arganizaticn {WHO}, bGlions r:f pccple have already
been safely vaccinated againsi CO1,TI)-iq. Al1 *f the appr*ved COl{}-19 vaccines have
kreen carefully tested anrd carr,iinc,e t* be :n*r:ilcred.*

Like all vaccines, COVIB-19 vacciaes go through a rigoro*s. rnulti-stage testing
process, including large clinical rrials that invclve ter:.s *f thousands af people. These
trials are specifically designed to identify any safety concerns.*

An external pa*el ef experts c*n:r*ned by WHO analyzes tire results fram clinical
trials and recommends rvhether a::d haa. the rraccines shculd tre used" Officials in
individual countrjes decide wlaetl:er tc appr*ve the va*ci*es for aaticnal use and develop
policies for haw to use the vacciaes based *rr WHO rfcorrrrlfndatior:s.*

Currently, the Focd and DmgAdminisiration olthe Philippines {FDA} has already
authorized the use cf ih.e COVID-19 vaccines i:eing adr*iaistered in ihe country, thereby
ensuring iheir *afeq'. **

*htBsil/
**i$1psd lwydw.f da.gav.lli#l *!-*
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ouA MEMO OO-A322-O102
Mt!iloR.&t{au!il
04 March ?.822

For:

Subject:

Rsgiau*r Dire*tor* *rfr t**Efirfi Ed*eatioa Minieter
Schools Diqisian Saperiat*adeats
$ekool Eeads
?eackerE
AII Ot&crs Ca*c*aed

RESFEITSE ra *r& I'E"?Exs, csHPr.*aEs,.li{s rtreErExEs
ClB TIIE ISI}*ilCE EF DESE,E rSSK 31BRCT,CS1,II}-19
rilEsfioRA*Drrtr ttc- 5?5 srtD.*r.L EEr"a?ED rssn*ficEs

As a resF$nse to all lelters, romplaints. amd inq*iries {i-*-, perscpnel,s pfusal tobe subjected tc weekly antigen tescr:g and allegati<;irs cf gi-a:ie c*ercian, vialation r:flabor 1aws. and the Constiiuticn] cn the issr:a*nce *f DepAd Task Force CoVID-ig(DTFC) Memora:rdum Nc- 5?5 arid a1l related issr:.an:ces, the of{ice of theUndersecretaT for Administraiion {aUA} pravid.es the follou.ing inf*rmation:
on 11 November 20?1, the later*Agency Task Fsrre iar the Management ofEmerging Iniecticus Di*eases {L{?Fi issr:ld. iATp E.*oluticn Nc_ 14g-E r whichprovides that:

A' 
'n 

areas where there are suf*cient suppties af COVID-1g vaccines asdetermined by the Naticnal va_ccines *peratian ce*ter {l$v*c}, all estabtrisLme$tsand erupl$yers ia the public and privat* 
=sctsr irr** r*quire their eligibleemploye*s wfua are task*d ttr do rn-site r*r*rk tlr Le ..*"*i"-toi ajainstcovrB-r*. Eligible employees rrh* renr=in te h= ur*accir*ated rnay not he

:,:T:Y:1_:*:II^1I=::,":.1-I':":r, u=*="*, .n"t =n# iI l=il,l.$ II
work. Provided that, antig*n ** ,,r ,.insufficient ar not imrnediately available.S

IATF Res*1uti*n N*. 148-8 ia*k effrct *n *1 December 2oz1 as part ofPresident Rodrigo Roa Duterte's $ihole-cf-goverr:ment saiuaic1: to increase thedemand fcr covlD-l9 vaccination, regardiess ofbrand. f*r a healthier and resilientPhilippines.r

1 IATF Resol*tisn l,,lo. 14$-B is a*ached }:er*to as A:rne: 1.
2 IATF Resolution No. 148-8, p.2.
3 tbid.

-r1 h6 +^
-fl-,k"# -1i-q"wj

'rlt]lyt1:r'
g4e trhi$ *lt ilo* l} 

":#Ykies a8d td a!s*6s
+fitBF gi.+,affi

OfEice *f the $aderse*etary fcr &d:trin:istratiac {SIJA}!-4r!:*i:,xi:*is:e s=*ir:.- iSii ;<.r:rEiri';:]* ar:.r f.:r:J.ir1r.$-lir*s ?.*li;r,*ir:{1 .!e rt:{* $t?sl.ili=r:sfgr llsi; :?rj?a:3r;r: *Rii,1f,. 3;sL7s-15a.-:ra -t:::::t:: ,lis-*}:tsj, Ilt{r€{:? .ir jr,::.*ri::r s::1,i:r:rr;-*-ta:*- iEi-t-{ E;g;;* Ii*r.F.:r: ta*? tElT|j. a*rz:..-":j ,ie.*;*41 ,* SCiin",=* li 
"UO;lDepari*em *l Educati*n- Cr::tral Oiice. &.le;aicc,{venue 

" 
pasig Cit5,

I* !-1S, &fab,:ni Bldg: }e{*bil*: -i:9t&t}3?*?E?: ?ct: l*Asi} sS:3fid:, 1*6g21 863762OTE:aaii: u=*c.*d:xiri::ticperi.ecls.t:h: Facebc*klTr+iife;.;:de;edialt'c- -'



This resoluticn was anchnr*d cn Sec. 15, Art. Itr clth* 198? Canstitution ra'hich

::or.id.es that the State shal1 pr*tect and pramote the righi tc heaJth *f ihe pecpie and

':-rstill health conscicusllcss afi*ng them'

Thus. in accordance rrith 1,{?F Ressh:iion N*- 148-8, ihe Pr:sident's mandate'

and the state's policy to protect a:rd prcmcte tl:t people's right tc health, DTFC

Mem*randum No. SZi date* *7 Becernb *r 2*21:a,as issr:ed prcyiding IATF vaccination

requiremer:t f{}r p*rsoanel rcpsrtiI1g on-site beginni::g *1 Dr*ember,2S21' This is

consistent with R.A. 11525 *thenr..ise kn*rva as the C*vIlj,- j* Vacci**iitsn Pragram Act

of 2021that r.vas e:-racied i* a*c*rdal1ce wilh the state's p*1rry ta adopt an integrated

Jppro".t to health development rvhich shall endeaY'r tc make esserrilal social services

ar.ailable to all people at an affardable cost'+

For sr:.ch reas8n, the State r:ndert**k the CB\rI*-19 Vaccinatioil Prcgram with

the objective af addressing the adverst i*rp*rt *i cfi\,r1B-19 thror:gh the procurement

and administration of safe ar:d efiettigt CCVI*-19 vaccir:es b3' the National

Goverament through the Dep*ri::rent *f H*alrh {*fiH}' the Nationai Task Farce Against

COVID-19 {NTF}, ^lr.d 
.rth*r duly constituted ar.}thoriiies and instmmentalities, among

others.s

With this, 1fff regret tc ir:iar-ra all ccr:reraed that relianct sn Sec' 12 af R'A'

1152; is irnpr*p*..'vtrhi}* Paragraph 4 af sec- 12 *f E.A- 11525 p:ovides that

i.ndivid.uals rraccinated agai::st CAifiil-f g as fu:dicat*d i* il:e vacriclr card shall not be

considered. irrrm*ne trom ccvtl)-1? :.rnle$s fftherwise declared by the DoH based an

relial:ie scientific ewidence a]1d consensus. ihis ls noi ahe ultimate puryose of the 1ar'l''

To clarify, the .aforelrlentiarretl issuances !vrr* enacted to address the adverse

impact of CCViD-19 try irnplea:e*ti::g m=asures asd^rrstriciislls tr: slsx'dawx its surge

in cases, stop further"sprJ*.d sf varilnts, buy timt for the health system to cope' and

protect more-lives. WhiG va*cirraticr: d*es n*l give alrs*k-rte- i n::unitlt against COVID-

ig, itwill, at the very least, red"uce its risks and transmissicn.6 Thereb3' protecting, not

oniy the vaccinatedl but als* e?eryo,.,e aror:nd the:n. This is in coasonance with the

Staie,s policy to pratect a*d pr*rn*te the pe*p;e's right t* health.T

In terrns of the reliance *n Labcr Advisary N*' D3 series *f 2{i21, please note that

these guideli:es c*vtr *nl,v establisirr*e*ts ar:d er:rpl*1iers i:: tbe priTate sector that

administer COVTD-19 tacciaes in the rvcr-kp1ace, l{t}a,e:'er, be advised that IATF

Resclution No. 148-8 already s*perseded tht same as it provides, among others' that:

Public and private establishme*ts, eve* if r:*t required by the Guidelines

on the Implementation of Ai=rt Levels Syst*n'r for COV1D-19 Response in Pilot Areas

to accommodate *nly fully vacci*ate* individtlals, H*Y **netheless validly refuse

entry and/or deny seruice to individuals whq rernai* to be unvaccinated, Qr are

merely partially vaccinated, despite being eligible for. vaclination' Provided that
.--q5!

irt"trll.,""",.,-J'"*".guncy services shall canlinue t* render assistance to all peratrts' "ll:' j\'j .r.i. '"1

regardtess of vaccinatien status.a i; qffi
i;ffi'i '/IIn

.i S*c" 3 rrlR"4. l l5?5 rlitenrryise l<r*.,qr: as lhe l-#l;'J*-39 ynrril:si#** Pr*.qrnar,4ct af 2*21.

:Stsc.2 {;:l tf R3' 115:5.
: Sara Oliger, MI, MSPH. Centers for }isease C*nlrol ar:* Prer.,enlior:, {lpri*tes to the Ettidence trt *ecnmmendatiort

Fr**:elvcr1, pfizer-EioFTech and M*dertts COVt*-1q ?ctti*ebo*ster rios::-. 19 Nove*rber 2C21; Wcrid Health

Organizaticn ftVHSl, Vacci*e Efficecy, Elleetirretress aad Pratecticr:; Bepattment of Health {DSH}, Does the

Valci*e Cnpl.rlet*1y prersert aa I*dir.'iiuai lr*rn {i*ttirig a*d Tratsmitling C::rrid-3-9, 1{: April 2ii71'

7 Art. ll rfthe 1987 C*nstituti*n'
B Paragraph I r;f i:{TF Resolutian N*' 14S-E'



'

Finally. as for the allegations of grar.e coerci*4. tbe persaa xho restrains the
will and liberty af a*other must barre lro right ta ds sc, dlr ia ctker warde, that
the restraiat is nst made u*der aathari$ of las *r ia the ex*r*ise sf *,ay lawful
right.a

Considering the foregaing discussions, there l.vas a valid and legal basis for the
issuat:ce af DTFC Memora*di:::r lf*. 575 and *ll reiated issr-rauces. 1ATF Resclution
No. 148-B aad *ther related lasrs and issuances hatre *r:tharized the CUA and DTFC
to require eligiblr emplcyees wha are tasked t* ds cn-*ite work t* be vaccinated against
COVID-19.

With this, there can tre no grave coercion, especially when rhis Office simply
enfarced the pravisisns af valid a:rd *xisiing traws, ru1rs, and issr.:ances- Nevertheless,
we respect all your opinio*s cr: ihe ffialtst. For more irrlarmation. kil:d131 ref'er to the
attached capies ol all related issu.ances.

Thank you and we hope that this ants\l:ers all csntrrns.

AI.AII*
Undersecreiar3' *TFC Chairtan

:.-t13€::i* i5
| ,.aj: ,::\ 1:. l1 : }:;

e Sy, et al. v. Secretary rllustice, ei a1., G.R. Nn. 166315, 14 Deceml:er ?*l]6; and People v. Astcrga, 347 Phi1. 701,

72* tteeT).
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REPI}BLIC {}F THE PHILIPMNES
INTER-ASE}TCY TE SK FSRfrE

FSR?HE MAI|IAGEIVIENT $F EMERGIgtIff INFECTI*US }ISEA$ES

ITESOLUTISN $O. I4*-g
Series af ?*21

N*ve*rber 11, :0:1

WHEREAS, Section 15 Articls II *l the I ?8? Consti*rtion states that the State shall

protect and prcmatr the right t* healrh af th* per:p1e a*d instill h*alth c*nsci*usness among

drem;

WHEREAS. Section Zic) rf Executivr Order l*lo, 168 (s.2Ct14i mandatcs the

I*tcr-Ag=::c-t T*=k F*rce fr:r *:e &.{*x*gi**:*:r{ *iE*:*rgixg } :l*<ri*r:s E}is*as* {i.qTF} t* rdu{atc

*6 pubtic *r: *t::ergi*g ini**:i*-*s di;**ses and ir-= pr*v<x:i<cca, r.*rlir*3 axd *:ar:agf,r*-*t a*

pi'*l1i*ta pr:sitiv* l'r**ir* }:*havie:== *xd *'i*ress p*klic f*"tr *:e<i a::-xi*r.v riu*regh *rt e*nde*t *f a

rral irrrrrr'i de EID uil'ur*ness r LunpaiSfi :

\YIIEREAS. on Marcir 8. f*3fJ. re**gr:izi*g that rhe COVID-I9 pa*demic requires the

rnobilization of a l*hoie-*t.g*vern*l*r:l resFsnsr, Presi**nt R*d:{go R*a Duterte de{rlared a State

r:f Public Heallh Emergency ir: the efttirs Philippia*s thr**gh Pr*cia*rali*n lrlo. 922. The

{eslared State irf Calamiry. r*'as ertenrled r:* 16 Septcmber 202i ti:r *ne year through

Proclamation Fio, tfi2l s.1020. and an September 10. :*21. was iirrther extended uutil

September 1?, 201?, untress eariier li&ed *r ext*nd*d as circumslances il14]' u'arrant. through

Proclamation N*. l?18 is.l02l i:

WHEREAS* COVID-l9 vaccines that have beet granted with Emergency Usc

Autharizarioa {EUA} by thc Phi}ippine Fcod and }r'ug Adniinislratiar: {FDA} are considered

safe and effective. and. based cr currert available evidenc*, har,e be*n shc*'n t* {11 pr€Yent

sylltptolnatic intecri*n {2 } prevent severe inf*cticx *nel {3} prevrilt ransr:ission:

WHERf,AS* tbliou,ing the Enhaaccd Frel'cnt - Detcct - lsalate - Tre:rt - Reintegrate -

Vaccinate Strate-ey af the Natir::ral Task F*rce Against COtrlID-lg. its Yaecine Ciuster is

cutl'efitly inplementixg the Fiatir:rra1 COVID-I? I*xux*izati*r: Pr*gram thal ai*s to provide

added protection r* all eligible Filipin*s ii*m C*VIB-i9:

WHER-EAS, the Nari*r:al COlTB-iq k:r*taniz:*i*r Prcg:'a*r has been opened to the

general public nati*nrvidc as pr*vir!*.d fr:r u*dcr i.dTF R*srrl*ti*n if*. 14i is.20f 1). Further, thc

IATF appraved rhe recornsrend*d s*ateg3- li':r tl:e Ya*cixari** R*11*r:r l-ar rht Rest of the

Pediatric Populaticn {ROPP} pursBant to L{TF Bes*iution No. 146 {s.2021}:

I
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FORTHE MAHAGEME}fT OF EMERGIF}G II{FECTI*$S I}ISEASES

WI{EREAS, as cf 04 lri*v*i*her l*21. thr c**ntrv aL-*ady rcceived a roial of 108.9

lr:iliion doscs rf COYID-I9 vaccines with additicnal rhiprnents until tlie errd *lthe year. These

doses of vaccines shsll ccver the targ*t af vac*inaling 54 r*illi*:r Filipin*s *'ith orle d*se by the

end of Novenrber 20?1 ;urd 54 million Filipin*s firll-v var:cinaled by tht end aiDcccmber 2{}71

IYHEREAS, President R*drigo Roe Duteme has given nely directives for a

whoie-of:goveruEent s*luli*n tc inereas* tlr* r1*:ranrj i*r C*YIi]-19 vaccinatitn. regardless of
brand, for a heal&ier and resilirnt Philippincs.

NO\4! TI{EREFORE. BE IT RES{}L\E}. as it 15 }11:reb} r'esrlved. i* compliance rvith

the directit es ai Presid*nt R*drig* R*a Dxlerle, *r* IAfF appr{:}l'*s the i'*llo*.ing u:easures to

the ertent applicabl* u*der existing iar-l's. rules, a*d r*g*lati**s:

A. In areas where there are sulEcient supplies of'COYID-i9 vaceines as dctermined

by the llatianal l,?cci*es Cp*rarir* Ce:rter {NYCC]. all *stabli:hments and

empl*yers in the pubiic and private sectr$r sha}l r*qtir* their eligible en:ployees

who are tasketl tc d* *n-site'rr,*rk t* ire va*cir:aler3.gainst CCIYID-I9. Eligible

cmpl*yees who remain to be $nvaccinated may **t bc lermia;Ltcd salely by teason

thereof. Hcwever thcy shall be requirerl to undergr RT-PCR tests regularly at

their awn expitrse fi;r purpases *f *n-sit* rv*rk. Pr*r,id*d that. antigen tests may

be resorted tr when RI-PCR *apacity is insutfirient cr fiot i*rmediately ar,,ailable.

B" As a condition lbr continuing their operatiols- public transportation sen-ices in

the r-cad. rail. *rariti*re. ald aviaii** lectr:rs shall r*quirc a1l their eli-sible rvorkers

tr tre fuli,v r.accinat*d.

C. Public and private establislinrents, ever ii not req*ired by fhe Guideiines cn the

Implementation cf Alert Levels Systern fbr CO\{}-19 Rcspo*sc i* Piiot Areas to

acccmmodate o*ly fuil-v vaccinated i:rdividuals" may ficrfih*less validly reluse

entr andl*r deny senrice t* i*dir. dlrals rl,h* ;:e*air, (r-: be unvaccinated, or are

merely pffiially varq:irateri. derpite b*ing eiigible firr varsinati*n. Frovided that

frontline and emergency seruices shall cnntinue t* render assistance to all persons

rcgau'tll css of r,acciliatiun stilnts.

Local G*vem:r:ent Llr:its iLCL!:l are *tr*rr$l-:' enj*ined t* issu* arders or

ordinances to ramp up demaad f-r-rr vacci:ration by", arrlong *lhers. ploviding

incentives fl*r fully vaccinated i*dividuals. anj tbr b*siness establishr,rents which
:

D.

7/,,'
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institute $r€asures t[:at pr**r*[* r.ac*ination am*ng t]:eir emplc-vees and clients,

and to *re extent allou.'ed by iar.r'. reqr:ir ing pr**f al vacrinalisn beltrre individuals

andror entities may undert*ke ar qrtalii1'f,or *ertair a*li:'ities.

E. Upon sutllcient procf r:f a confic:red vaccination schedule. all rvorkcrs to be

r,*ccinated during rvcrk hours shsll n*t l':e c*nsidrred as rbser:t dgring that per-iod.

F. In all cf the foregciag. *nl-v tl:e presr*iati*n at'a rnsdical clearance issued by a

Municipal Health Offrce. City Health Office. as#ar Provincial Health Office or

hi:,*: *+stilicae= *:i tlt* r*s* r:;*-y hr" -rfu*ll s'-*e *s :r:fii*i=*t ::::* rali*l p:r**f, *f
in*iigiLitiq. &r r.ac*ixsti*n.

G. Ati G*r"*s::::r*t Ag*r:rj*s arc herc*-g =njrrix*d t* i:api*:::*Et *rra*trl-*s pri,-rritizurt

fully lacci*ated in€isi$r:als ar'=ili:-lg *f gc,r.e:'a:**r:E pr*q::i€?ls ;:::d *r:r:ie es"

RESSLYED FLIRTHE*" thar fl:is Res*luti** sh*i} i*ke e$bct cn *l Drcember 2A21,

after publicati*n in a Ee\vspaFer of general r:ircr:laricn and,*r rhe Offrciai Gazette, Let three {3)
copies of this Resulution be furuished to the Llnivcrsitv of ti:e Philippines Office rf the National

Administrativr Register.

RESOLYEB FII{ALL}'. that the C&airp*rs** axrl the Co-Chairpers** shall be duly

authorized to siga this Resoiuticn ior and on behali*f the Inter-Agency Task Fcrce.

APPROYED d*rin-q th* 1481h Inter-Agr:rcy Task Farce &'{cetirl3. as rcflected in the

minutes olthe meetirg. held this l{*veurber : 1. ?*l t. r'ia vir3e* *:*nJe.ren*.*,

Secretary, Departmert of Health
IATF Chairpers*n

I B. ilOGRALES
Cftlce of the Cabiret Secretariat
L{TF CL"r-C }rai rperso n

li.ARL
Secrelar_v,

T. DUQTJE rrr

ta"

I
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REPI'BLIC OF THE PHILITPINES
ffiTB,SKS'T}BflE

FORTHE MANAGEMENT T}F EMERGI}E€ II$FECTIO{}S I}ISEASES

CERTIFICAT'I*}{

l his is to cefii4, fhat:

i. I am prese*tly an Undersccretary af rhe Bepar{*r*lr *lHea}&:

2. I arn the Hsad {if *r* Secr*tarj*t *l tke later*Agenc-y Task F*rce {f,{TFl cn rhe
Managemei:t of En*rging iltectites Dise*ses *reated u*der Executive Order No.
168. 1s.2*14) ald c.haired by the Dcpa:1ment *iHealth {}OHi;

The IATF Secretariai h*l*s *&ice i* rl:e DOH Mair Of{rce, Sar: L*zaro Compound,
Tayunan. Sta. Cruz. llfalriia:

I am tire cusiadian of the rccords r:iti:r IATF. includi*g the h{inut*s of Mectin_r{s and
Resolutions:

ln the Regular Meetirg *f thr 1,4TF hetd *n il lsvember 2{}?l rria teieconference
during which a quanlix 1?as prcs*fit ar:d actrd tirro*ghout. i,{l F Resulutitxr No.
148-8 was unanimrusly approved and adopted:

Tlre foreg*ieg resr:lution kas br*:.r signed by Secreiar"l Francisce T. Duque III and,/o1

secretary Karlo Alexei B,:\i*grale: *p*r: the ar:iir*r*rl +iihe lA'trT Mer*bers:

The alaresaid res*lutir:n has rot becn altei-eti, n:*rlified nor rer.*ked and thc samc is
norv in full f*rce and effbct:

I an: executiag tl'ris Certificati*r: l*r:a,hat*:er l*giti*:at€ pErp*sr] this may selne.

IN WITI{ESS WIIEREOE I haye hereunto allxed my signarure rhis ltth clal, of
November 2021, L{ani1a.

3.
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8.

Ife*d Serr?f*r:sr. IIIF
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