
Buwan ng Wika – A Reflection of Filipino Values and Identity  

New words arise every day as our national language has slowly been left behind. The 

younger generation is more likely to speak a foreign language, there is no problem 

with such; however, one must retain his identity of being a Filipino by speaking our 

mother tongue according to Barot (2012). 

In learning a language, everyone is encouraged to preserve their cultural and political 

identity. This is not prohibiting everyone to learn another language but everybody is 

encourage to learn first the value of native language before learning the foreign one.   

As globalization opens new doors of opportunities, people nowadays are forced to 

adopt in acquiring a second language. The people are now multi-lingual yet they still 

put aside learning Filipino and other Philippines native languages such as Ilonggo, 

Ilocano, and Waray, among others.  

In the hope that Filipino language can be revived and mainstreamed, a Filipino 

Language Month is celebrated annually every August. All public and private 

institutions are expected to conduct various activities that shall put into appreciation 

the use of Philippines national language and its various dialects. This has supported 

with the Presidential Proclamation No. 1041, series of 1997 signed by former 

President Fidel V. Ramos on July 15, 1997.  

With this, the Filipino will be used on all occasions to remind the Philippines of 

independence from its colonizers. Thus, activities are held and participated by 

teachers and students for greater appreciation as further stated of the said 

proclamation.  

This article listed down some of the significant words that reflect the Filipino values 

and identity. It is good to be reminded regarding to it as a language should be the 

reflection of one’s cultural and political identity.  

Here are some of the Filipino words that are usually ascribed to the Philippine culture 

and traditions.  

The first in the list is the “bayanihan” derived from the word “bayan” which is 

community and “bayani” which means heroes. This is the foremost culture that 

turns the ordinary citizens to become heroes. This has been a practice of being able 

to participate and be involved in community activities, particularly in times of crisis.  

In the context of the Department of Education (DepEd), the bayanihan has been 

widely practiced during the Brigada Eskwela. In the Schools Division of Science City 

of Munoz, Nueva Ecija, local leaders are helping teachers to prepare classrooms and 

schools for the opening of classes. The community has been the strong partners in 

maintaining the cleanliness and orderliness of the school.  

In this way, it establishes good relationships with the community and the school in 

the commitment of bringing quality education among the learners. Hence, bayanihan 

has also been seen during the times of calamity. The Filipinos are helping each other 

to easily build what they have been lost during their trying times. Likewise,  

The second word is “padayon” which means moving forward. This is a Cebuano word 

that means giving shed of lights despite of the challenges in life. Most of the time, 

Filipinos are resilient for overcoming all the trials in life as seen during the disasters 



that hit in the country. There are no signs of struggles on their face, instead, they 

face every hurdle with a wide smile and prove that whatever comes their way they 

probably win it over. This clearly has seen during news reports, Filipino are still 

smiling oozing with positivity.  

Nowadays, the young ones are popularly using “padayon” in their social media post. 

It encourages positivity and good vibes with the hope that despite of personal 

struggles that they are going through, they still move forward for the achievement of 

their dreams, in particular to achieving their college diploma no matter what 

circumstances they are facing.  

The next one is “paggalang” which came from the root word “galang” means giving 

respect, particularly to elders. This is a common practice and is integrated as one of 

the most important Filipino values. This Tagalog word has been widely used in all 

settings as respect is required at all occasions and situations.  

In the school setting, the teachers always imbued the value of paggalang. This is 

necessary for which Filipinos are known for. There are many ways to express respect 

to establishing better social relationships among others. These Filipino values 

maintain harmonious interactions and encourage acceptance to personal 

differences.  

On the other hand, the use of the Filipino language in everyday dealings is necessary 

as it preserves the quality of the Philippines’ culture and traditions that they have. 

Students should delve more on many Filipino words to discover that the Philippines 

has a vast of positive values that they have shown to the world. The country’s culture 

should be seen in how the way students should speak as they represent the 

Philippines all around the globe.  

It would be great to sound like the other native speakers from the foreign land but 

the world should have a glimpse of how the Philippines is rich with values that are 

well emulated by other cultures. It should be shown in the way that the young ones 

speak and when they use other languages they have to maintain their identity – a 

Filipino who speaks with a pose in representing the distinct tone and pitch of being 

such.  

As the Philippines is establishing relationships with other countries, it would create 

better opportunities for the Filipinos in embracing their peculiar sounds of speaking 

the foreign language or dialects. The students should learn that embracing one’s 

language will able to discover that the Philippines has a lot to offer and they will 

thrive in all adversities that they may encounter while working locally or 

internationally. 
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